MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BEAR VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2009


TIME: 1:00P.M.
The Regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bear Valley Water District was called to order by President Ritchie at 1:00p.m. at the District Office at 441 Creekside Dr. in Bear Valley.

ROLL CALL:  President Ritchie, Directors Davis, Nelson present, Director Orvis absent with notice and Director Bissell was present by teleconference location from Harris and Associates at 1401 Willow Pass Road, Concord CA, 94520.  Employees present, Julio Guerra, General Manager.  Mr. Gary Ghio, District Engineer. Office Manager, Tia White
GUESTS INCLUDED:  Barbara Goodrich, Eric Jung, John Mallard, Phil Coffman, and Martin Weginstein.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Director Bissell had a comment on the length and detail of the minutes, and wasn’t sure if the minutes should be approved.  Director Bissell stated it wasn’t normal practice to have such detailed accounts of the minutes.  The Board then discussed that the minutes of the September 06th, Special Board Meeting, and agreed the minutes were unusual do to the amount of public input and that Mrs. White was not present at this meeting. Director Davis stated that the minutes were constructed from the tapes of the meeting.  President Ritchie had a question on the Minutes for September 06th and stated that a lot of the time at the September 06, 2009 meeting was spent on discussion of the water quality data of Bloods Creek and is it appropriate to put an addendum to the minutes at this time or should that be done at the Board Members Reports and Comments (BMRC), Mrs. White stated probably at BMRC.  On motion by Director Nelson and seconded by Director Davis the current content of the Minutes for September 06, 2009 were approved.  All in Favor.
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Discussion on the Minutes for September 14, 2009.  Barbara Goodrich stated that in the September 14, 2009 Minutes there was discussion in Board Members Reports and Comments about drafting a contract with the CFT concept, regarding SB694, which stated that if a Public Agency wanted to do a design build they needed to have a contact signed by December 31, 2009.  Barbara Goodrich stated that it was omitted from the minutes.  President Ritchie stated that it will be corrected in the minutes.  
See below in Correspondence clarification of Senate Bill, SB694.  
The Minutes of September 14, 2009 are being held over to the next Board Meeting so that staff can go over and pare them down and bring them back to the Board.  On motion by Director Bissell and seconded by Director Davis the Minutes for September 14, 2009 were not approved.  All in Favor. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Continued-

President Ritchie asked if there was any public comment on any item on the agenda, although no action can be taken by the Board on matters not on the Agenda.  Mrs. White stated that she had trouble identifying names to the persons speaking on tapes of the meetings.  President Ritchie stated that the Brown Act doesn’t require the public to identify themselves.   

CORRESPONDENCE: Continued-

In the Board Packet, Board members received a letter from Barbara Goodrich dated 10/05/09.  The letter stated, that Barbara reviewed the Minutes of the August 17, 2009 Board meeting, a Board meeting that she did not attend.  In August of 2009 she submitted a comparative rate study for the Board’s consideration along with an accompanying letter and back-up correspondence from her original April 9, 2009 request for rate relief.  The August 17, 2009 minutes makes no reference to the rate study or her August 11, 2009 letter, but rather reflected only information from the original April 2009 request.

Mrs. White’s error, since Barbara was not at the August 17, 2009 meeting the minutes seemed like language resembling a reflection of her being present; which was not the case.  Barbara asked that corrections be made to the minutes and if discussions occur which include attributions to her in her absence, she asked if the district 

would please make the entire written communication part of the public record.  The Board directed Mrs. White to go over the corrections with Barbara Goodrich.  The corrections to the minutes of August 17, 2009 will be brought back to the Board.  

Director Nelson asked if the District Staff had done anything on the rate study as of yet.  President Ritchie in essence stated that district staff is greatly overloaded at the moment with other issues and this will be brought back to the table.

After introductions, other correspondence received; was a letter dated October 03, 2009 from Paul Petersen, Jeff Gouveia and Barbara Goodrich, they were asked to be a liaison committee between Bear Valley Residents Inc. (BVRI) and Bear Valley Water District (BVWD).  In the letter they outlined the components that they felt were the objectives of both the District and the BVRI. Their intent is to work collaboratively with BVWD.  The committee’s letter also brought up the subject of a Tertiary Treatment plant contract being drafted by the District prior to January 18, 2010 as being contrary to their understanding of the purpose of the extension of the Prop. 218 hearing.   Director Nelson asked for clarification on (SB:694); This bill declares the intent of the Legislature to enact subsequent legislation that would address issues relating to the competitive bidding process for public contracts, and would make legislative findings and declarations in that regard.  The Local Agency Public Construction Act spells out the requirements and procedures that local officials must follow when awarding public works contracts.  The Act has historically required public agencies to use the design-bid- build method, however in the past 10 years; the Legislature has allowed specified state departments and local agencies to use the alternative design-build method.  The SB: 694 Legislative Bill failed to pass.
CORRESPONDENCE: Continued-

President Ritchie informed the committee that this legislative bill is no longer an issue with the district.  The SB: 694 Bill would have required a signed contract to do a design, build by December 31, 2009.
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT:

President Ritchie also stated that the District Engineer, Gary Ghio will be commenting in different areas of this Report.

Review of Plant Operations-

Julio then informed the Board that in the course of adjusting our monitoring program and making it more efficient and representative of actual discharge he moved the sample point from the treatment pond into the storage reservoir to the end of the six inch outfall pipe.  The idea was to make it a very discrete sample point so there is no confusion.   Julio then explained the way we are currently taking samples and that we have a unique situation during the winter where we have to take samples from the transfer pipe due to the winter conditions.   Potentiality it could be con screwed as falsification of lab data because the procedure is not an approved one.  Right now we are in compliance because Julio limited the discharge to the six inch pipe which has a nine 

hundred gallon capacity to 30 gallons a minute which gives it a thirty minute retention time.  Julio had two sets of samples come back that are in compliance.  We are only moving 43,000 gallons a day but when the flows come up to 80,000 to 100,000 gallons a day we will lose ground.  This is a very serious issue that needs to be dealt with.  Director Davis asked Julio about contact time and the process.  Director Davis stated that he thought that is the reason we were using the 12 inch pipe.  And asked if there still was not enough contact time and Julio stated no there was not.  Julio stated the 12 inch pipe is doing double duty.  It’s the pipe that is moving water into the storage reservoir and also the pipe that is withdrawing water to be sent up to the ballast pond.  The data record has some confusing results.  Julio went on to explain the biological process.  Then the outfall pipe is too short at a high volume.  Julio stated that the state has been notified and the Mary Boyd of our State Waste Discharge Requirements said for Julio to let her know when the problem is fixed.  Gary Ghio said the simplest way to fix this is to put in a 12,000 gallon tank in the ground with access & sample points.  Julio said it has to maintain secondary level disinfection.  Julio stated other ways of looking at this are being gone over in terms of meeting our permit requirements.   The Board asked that Gary Ghio work on the engineering for this problem.  And if there is some way that the fix can fit in the container that we already have the better.  
Discussion and Possible Board Action on the Pilot Plant Summary Report / Tertiary Treatment- 
Julio stated that he would need more data to evaluate the pilot plant summary report and would need a full operations log to evaluate it properly.  President Ritchie asked if Julio had a written list of items and if Mr. Mallard could provide the information to the district.  President Ritchie also stated that the district would consider this a draft for now.  Julio and Gary Ghio will work with John together on this report.  

Discussion and Possible Board Action on the Pilot Plant Summary Report / Tertiary Treatment- 

The Board also discussed the issue of the conversations with F&M Bank on a loan for Tertiary Treatment but there is nothing formally written at this point.

Julio asked if Gary Ghio could also comment on the view point of the USDA loan office and Julio also stated that he would like to make a clarification on creating an assessment district.  The USDA does not require that the district create an assessment district but they strongly suggested it.  Gary Ghio stated he has done seven different plans working with the USDA and none of them had participation of assessments of landowners.  Gary then explained to the Board the process of a USDA loan.  They also discussed the environmental impacts.  How the district would finance the project.  Then the district would hire a bond counselor and then create the certificates of participation, the USDA would buy the certificates of participation from the district.   The District would have to have a construction contract, engineering done etc. but they would be reimbursed by the USDA for costs.  The Board then discussed the different reports that would be required.  Director Bissell stated that we have already done and EIR report.  Mrs. White commented that Mr. Frank Risso stated that they would take into consideration the reports that we have already done and will use information from those reports but will have their staff determine what is needed.  Gary Ghio stated that we are going to go with the most cost effective option.  And that is what the USDA is going to want as well.  
On the Tertiary Treatment portion; John brought up reference to page 23 in the NPDES permit.  John discussed that the permit language on discharge from the storage reservoir it’s really discharge from treatment pond in the storage reservoir. So to make sure that everyone is clear on that there is a lot of confusion on this point and everyone is hung up on the discharge to Bloods Creek.   On page 22.  that’s where the state lists out the procedures.  And what makes our plant expensive is the turbidity line and the levels we have to abide by.  And that we are going to need some type of Hollow Fiber or Dynasand treatment to get to the Tertiary Treatment levels.  John stated that what we need is to get the State to relax some of the standards they are proposing in the NPDES permit.  John then discussed the meeting that was held with District Staff and Ken Landau.  John stated that if we could get the state to relax the turbidity number from a 2 to a 5  and still meet Ken Landau’s needs.  John then discussed with the Board different options the district might have, which included UV lights, he stated UV lights do not like any color in the water.  Would have to take the water to a level that would work with the UV Lights.  John mentioned testing that was done in Petaluma last week and the different TSS tests that were ran.  Discussion was also on the NTU’s and the numbers we are getting are from 7 to 20 with an average of 10.  Julio drove the samples down and the numbers for TSS from the raw water were 6.7.  and after micron filtration were 3.8 so we are good on TSS, then testing under the title 22 UV lighting equipment but it failed, it was close at 47.6% so we ran it through activated carbon and the color numbers went down to 10.  Page 22 B. 1 of the NPDES permit was discussed on what our requirements and John stated that we met these results.  Board members discussed with John the results and his concern are turbidity numbers and this will drive you to the system design.  John stated that the state is not going to back slide on our permit but maybe we could get them to relax.  

Discussion and Possible Board Action on the Pilot Plant Summary Report / Tertiary Treatment- continued-
Julio commented that what we are talking about is a technological level of treatment that the Dept. of Health Services has determined that is required in order to meet the disinfection goal of getting a four log or to the point of 99.999% reduction in the pathogen activity and virus. The turbidity level is not a standalone limit it is in conjunction with the disinfection.  If we can get the disinfection to the appropriate level without stopping at the turbidity check point then the state would probably look at what we are proposing.  The turbidity limit itself is only etched in stone if you are providing reclaimed water to users.  If we get a good story on the disinfection part then that is the goal here.  We are not traveling through all the title 22 hoops.  
John wanted it to be known that Tertiary Treatment and Title 22 Tertiary Treatment are two different things.  

Then public and staff discussed lab sample testing.  And Board members discussed Title 22 sampling & requirements.  Also costs of carbon filtration and difference of ultra filtration and 10 micron filtration.
Director Bissell asked a general question, are we committed to putting together a preliminary engineering report; and if we are spending time here sort of designing a system, would that be part of the options that Gary Ghio would be looking at as part of his report.  The answer was yes.  
Barbara Goodrich and Julio discussed UV systems and discharge points and Julio stated that his focus is on 

being in compliance with our disinfection process.  And what we can do to fix the current problem which is inadequate disinfection capacity going into the storage reservoir.  In the course of doing so we can solve another problem that would be excellent.  Julio discussed different options, Barbara stated what the state cares about is discharge into the creek.  We are not asking the state to backslide.  Why can’t we just ask to place the tertiary treatment facility in a more logical place?  Director Davis stated that it is a volume issue.  If you treat
between the pond you are treating 200 thousand gallons a day, if you are treating to discharge, you are treating

2 and 1/2 million gallons a day.  Julio stated according to the water balances that have brought us to this point the most extreme situation the district can face, can be solved with a ten day discharge at 2 and 1/2 million gallons a day which can be spread out over a longer period of time however due to the crisis nature there might not be enough time to be proactive.  Gary Ghio stated you might have to wait till the last second to discharge.  The permit states only when necessary and different language needs to be in the permit.  Director Davis stated that we have a lot of issues regarding this permit.  Julio stated that we have 5 months to come up with our report of waste discharge which is the vehicle that will address potential provisions to the permit and will tell the state what we are going to do to comply with the our renewed permit.  President Ritchie stated that when we do that we also have to hope that they will relax our time frame and we have been told that they are not going to give another two year extension again we might get you another six months.  Director Nelson asked what is our next plan of action, are we going to talk to Ken Landau again.  Julio stated that he would be the contact person and Gary stated the simplest way is a phone call.  Julio asked if we had a date in December that we wanted Ken to come up and President Ritchie 
Discussion and Possible Board Action on the Pilot Plant Summary Report / Tertiary Treatment- continued-
stated that he assumed the morning of our regular December 21st. meeting.  Julio stated that Ken Landau would not be available Christmas week.  President Ritchie said that we need to define what Christmas week is.  When can Ken come up to discuss these issues? Director Nelson asked why are we waiting until December, President Ritchie stated it is the closest meeting to the protest hearing to be held in January and to give the BVRI committee more time to study the issues but we can have it earlier if necessary.   President Ritchie stated that Ken Landau’s intention in coming up is related to the Prop. 218 hearing scheduled for January 18, 2009 at 1:00p.m. and to advise the rate payers of what would happen if that did not go through and what would happen if the District did not meet it’s time lines.  He could also certainly address other issues at the same time.   
There was discussion on the reasons for Ken Landau’s visit between the Board and Guests, President Ritchie stated we needed to meet with Ken Landau to see where we are going on these issues.  Phil Coffman stated he thought that we were talking about relaxation on the permit and other items on design changes and significant changes.  Eric Jung thought that it was correct for Julio to talk to Ken Landau and that this new information is important and that Senator Cox might be brought in.  President Ritchie stated that it would be good for Julio to approach Ken first.  Martin Wegenstein stated that we should take the next two months to get all our facts sorted out, full data.   Guests discussed the upcoming meetings.  President Ritchie stated that the District will take the first step and we will see where it goes.  Discussion was on contacting Ken the day after the 10/19/09 regular Board Meeting.
Barbara Goodrich asked about a grant in regards to the Pump House that had a date of 10/31/09.  Julio asked Gary if he could come up with an alternative approach to protecting the Main Pump House (MPH).  Julio stated that we need a project proposal to see if we meet a 15% match for a grant on the Main Pump House.  Gary said that the plan would basically be putting a concrete wall 4 to 4 1/2 feet tall around the whole building as close to the building as possible.  Then you have to figure out how you are going to get into the building.  Different options for the (MPH) were discussed by the board.  Julio stated there are also issues of maintenance.  Board members discussed with Gary the different options along with the flooding issues. 
Director Bissell asked Gary to clarify the differences between taking the issues to Ken Landau verses the preliminary engineering report that would be required by his EA and Director Bissell just wanted to be sure that the district moves forward in the right direction and what kind of direction Gary needs from the Board to start the ball moving as far as a preliminary engineering report goes.  Director Bissell was concerned that there were two different issues here.  One being John’s new information and at the same time that we show to Ken Landau that we have looked at all the options.  And show to him a preliminary report that will now be done by Gary Ghio.  Gary stated that he wanted to make contact with Ken Landau before we start the USDA application and give Julio a chance to see if we can get some of the issues previously discussed relaxed.   If we can get some items relaxed, when we do that report we can do a simpler system; if we can’t get it relaxed then we have to do a more expensive system.  
Discussion and Possible Board Action on the Pilot Plant Summary Report / Tertiary Treatment- continued-
Director Nelson asked if we are successful in changing some lines in the permit or the permit expires and we do get the proper permit, how would it change this system.  (Cost wise).  John Mallard of (CFT) stated how the permit is written today the cheapest estimate is around 2.6 million.  If we are able to get the disinfection table relaxed for tertiary treatment then it would be, based on my vendors below 1.5 million.  Director Nelson discussed filters and building structures and the differences between plants.  Director Nelson then discussed with staff what kind of filters the Groveland Plant has.  Groveland is a fresh water plant.  Julio looked at Groveland because it was UV on drinking water and he wondered how close Hetchy, Hetchy water which is snowmelt to our water which is mostly snowmelt and whether we could survive with just a UV system.  Julio stated what occurred to him after looking into the chorine issue here is that the treatment pond is producing 72% of the time tertiary quality water as far as far as TSS and BOD’s numbers are and how close is that to solving both of our problems.

John explained the problem with colored water and UV systems and the turbidity levels.  Director Nelson still had a problem with the cost with the difference just being in the filters and asked if the UV system could fit in the container that we have out there and John told him that the carbon units would not be able to fit.  Director Nelson stated that 1.5 million is a rough estimate.  
President Ritchie stated that he didn’t have a copy of the September Plant Operations Report.  Mrs. White stated that they were not provided in the packet that we do not have Septembers report for them at this time.  

President Ritchie stated that we put the Engineer’s Reports and Comments in front of the Office Manager’s

Report and that we would be going back to that and then proceed with General Managers Report and the other items on the Agenda.

OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT:

Review of Financial Activity Reports-

President Ritchie had a question on line item 11057 under current assets but then realized the answer.
Request to pay the Accounts Receivable as presented-
After corrections of (-182.50 (Bruce Orvis’s Director Fees); to the Accounts Payable as presented were in the amount of $31,042.86.  President Ritchie asked what SDRMA on the accounts payable list was.  Julio stated it stands for Special District Risk Management Association, which is our Workmen’s Compensation Policy holder thru Cutler Segerstrom Ins.  On motion by Director Bissell and seconded by Director Davis the list of unpaid bills as presented were approved.  All in Favor.
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT:

Review of Plant Operations-

Julio said that the spray field operations were completed on October 1st, 2009.  The amount dispersed was 147 ½ acre feet.  Julio stated that going over the records of the 7076.25 elevations when we began land application according to the Eco-Logics report on flow curve numbers that started with 210 AF but when we were done we had less than 5 AF. in the reservoir, and comparing the numbers to the original capacity curve chart from district maps at the elevation of 7076.25 it starts out at 150 AF in the reservoir, Julio stated the District Flow chart is most accurate.  Julio said that Gary Ghio is going to look at why there is a difference Eco-Logics capacity curve.  

Update on Collection system repairs / irrigation pipes-

Julio informed the Board that we had two manhole repairs completed.  Irrigation season has ended and the aluminum pipes have been traded to South Pacific Irrigation Inc. and they will be issuing us a credit for next year.

Pump Replacement at Chickaree-

Julio stated that the District will defer the replacement of the pump at Chickaree pump station until spring time since Chickaree is closed for the season.  President Ritchie asked about the numbers at Chickaree in August, Julio stated the rental pump had problems.  

Lake Alpine Lodge, water recalculation of water use-

Julio stated that the water use there is probably in the range of around 500,000 to 600,000 gallons so we will re-adjust their bill.
Update on Lissen Project-

The Lissen project was completed and an inspection was performed by CCWD’s, Vince Bowers.  Julio stated that everything looked concerning the installation of the lateral & connection.  
Update on Wozniak, BV-342, Tear down-

Julio said we are satisfied with the work that has been done there and it is capped off.  Phil asked about the policy on if they wanted to connect to the system.  President Ritchie stated that we do have a written policy on this issue.  Barbara asked what the policy will be for the Lodge, when it is torn down.  The Lodge will get credit for the existing units and if they have less, there will be no change if they have more units, they will be charged more.
Update on the Outfall Project-

Julio stated that Tesco Mfg. came up and we have the flow meter recording cabinet & it checked out and the recorder is recording and we calibrated the PH meter, the chlorine residual monitor needs chemicals. Tesco ordered us a $700.00 transducer, which is installed.  Bill Perley wrote a letter to Eco-Logic’s Dave Bennet, stating that he didn’t think the District should pay for a visit that had no results.  However this is going to work out, Matt Boring is scheduled to come up and put it into virtual operation.  President Ritchie asked if we were going to work on protection for this latest transducer.  We have talked about incasing this.  Julio stated that the vent had been pinched on the old one so that could have been the problem.  Director Nelson asked about reimbursement for the transducer.  In April of 2007 the notice of completion was signed off.  Since then all the warrantees have expired and in June of 2009 and checked the equipment and nothing worked.  Director Nelson stated we should still ask about a refund.  Phil explained how we got to this point.  Julio explained the effort that Bill Perley put into the letter to Dave Bennet and that no one has mentioned paying the bill since.  Any recourse

ended, when we signed the notice of completion.  Julio discussed the retention payment to Ford Construction.

Director Bissell explained the training process that Eco-Logic did do.  Julio stated that we are moving forward.
Discussion and Possible Board Action, Agreement with CCWD, Authorizing President Ritchie to sign if approved- Julio asked if CCWD ever bill us for any service at the main pump station, that CCWD scheduled the installation for a back up float that will trigger the pumps to come on.  The work order was written and the electrician received the parts.  Mrs. White stated that we have not been billed for any parts.  Julio thought the District should sign an agreement with CCWD, they are extremely helpful.  On motion by Director Davis and seconded by Director Bissell; President Ritchie has the authority to sign the agreement with CCWD for extra help and consultation when needed.  BVWD authorized representatives are the General Manager and President of the Board.  All in Favor.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Update on Forest Service Agreement-

Julio and the Board discussed Julio introducing himself to the personnel within the Forest Service to deal with some up and coming issues facing the District.  The renewal of the districts permits for land disposal application.

One permit expires in 2011, The Sewer service agreement and the future kiosk up by Silver Tip.  Eric Jung asked if the US Forest Service would be exempt, concerning the USDA certificates of participation.  The certificate of participation is close to the same as bonds.  Usually the US Forrest Service does not participate in bonds. Then the other permit that is due to expire in 2015.  The Board stated that there is room for negotiations. The District will be checking on these items.  
Update on USDA Loan Application-

Covered under Discussion and Possible Board Action on the Pilot Plant Summary Report / Tertiary Treatment- 

Page 4 second paragraph.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: continued-

Update on revisions on Resolution No. 469, revisions on the personnel manual-

This item will be carried over.

NEW BUSINESS:
Discussion and Possible Board Action on Ratification of the Outfall Credit Line conversion until 09/25/2010-

President Ritchie explained that the Credit Line was now being converted to a loan.  It was done to give the District time to get our financing in order for the Tertiary Treatment Facility.  The District will be paying interest and principal for the next year.  President Ritchie stated the documents were signed October 01, 2009 and that this item needed to be ratified by the full board.  On motion By Director Davis and seconded by Director Nelson the signing of documents with F&M Bank were approved.  All in Favor.
Board Action on signatures for new Board Member and General Manager, as New Customer’s on behalf of the Bear Valley Water District- All Board members are required to be on the signature list at the bank along with primary personnel in the Office.  On motion by Director Davis and seconded by Director Bissell the signature list was approved.   All in Favor.
Discussion and Possible Board Action on Ratification of Resolution No. 474, a Resolution Determining that the Duties of the District Secretary concerning the preparation of A Qualified Voters’ list for the Bear Valley Water District 2009 General District Election would best be performed by the County Clerk-

Director Nelson asked for clarification on this resolution President Ritchie stated it is a resolution letting the County Clerk perform these duties instead of Phil Davis who is District Secretary of the Board.

Director Nelson asked what the cost of doing the General Election was.  President Ritchie stated $5,000.00 for the ballots and $300.00 for the postcards.  
Barbara Goodrich then commented on behalf of the rate payers that the County Clerk was contacted by at least three persons as to the error in the instructions, and that the County Clerk had a copy of the election code which the County Clerk determined to not apply to this election.  There was ample notice in regards to the instructions that they were bad.  And Barbara thought that the District had a legitimate claim against picking up that additional cost regarding the postcards and thought that we could possibly whittle down the cost of the $5,000.00.  President Ritchie asked if the error was found before they were mailed out.  Barbara stated yes, that she was the first person to call in, about the election ballots.  Barbara stated that she asked the county clerk what the ballot looked like.  Barbara was giving a description of how the candidates’ names would appear on the ballot.   Barbara then asked the County Clerk what the instructions for voting were and that the County Clerk told her that it was to vote for three.  And Barbara said that it should state, to vote for up to three.  President Ritchie stated that we might have a legitimate come back on the billing.  Director Nelson stated that if we are not paying for new ballots we shouldn’t be paying for typographical errors.  Director Davis stated there will be a cost for tabulating the ballots.  
Discussion and Possible Board Action on Ratification of Resolution No. 474, a Resolution Determining that the Duties of the District Secretary concerning the preparation of A Qualified Voters’ list for the Bear Valley Water District 2009 General District Election would best be performed by the County Clerk-  continued

On motion by Director Davis and seconded by Director Bissell the Duties of the District Secretary concerning a Qualified Voters’ List for Bear Valley Water District’s 2009 General Election would be performed by the County Clerk.  All in Favor.
Update on Bear Valley Water District Election-

Discussed above.

Update on Community Outreach on Tertiary Treatment-

Barbara Goodrich asked if there was any progress on having meetings via the telephone or Skype.

Board members discussed public access to the meetings and conference calls, into the meetings.

Board members along with guests discussed Skype and IP addresses with Skype.  President Ritchie

stated that we need to go over the Brown Act. on the Telecommunications area.  Staff will check into this item.

Also Barbara asked about the Bear Valley Water web site, she thought it was going to be more active and that Director Nelson was going to be managing that.  Director Nelson said he has created a couple of new sections and just received new passwords for this account and will be adding on to it weekly and Director Nelson said he added his personal e-mail address to it, for those that have questions.  Barbara was wondering if the district had contact with the Aqua Tech Company.  President Ritchie stated this item is not on the Agenda, but stated that one year ago the Aqua Tech Company said the pre-engineering report for a Tertiary Treatment would cost around $48,000.00.  Julio stated the plant, Aqua Tech was proposing was a complete Tertiary Treatment plant with primary, secondary and tertiary treatment and with CFT, it is a tertiary component.  Director Bissell stated that we have our District Engineer and General Manager, to weed through these items.  Director Davis stated, that if someone has a good idea let Gary or Julio go over it, then bring it to the Board.  President Ritchie said that we have had about a half of dozen companies approach us on this issue.  Barbara said she thought that Aqua Tech was cheaper than the 2.6 million dollar price tag from CFT Inc.  Then the Board discussed design – build and design, bid, build.  Julio said that Aqua Tech Co.  could still be in the running.  
BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS AND COMMENTS:

President Ritchie stated that there is an addendum, to the September 06, 2009 Special Board Meeting, there was a lot of discussion regarding the constituents testing and the fact that we had only two tests done and that the district did not provide information to the District’s engineering firm of Eco-Logic.  Eco-Logic requested these two tests.  
BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS AND COMMENTS: continued-
The Board did not initiate those tests; Eco-Logic initiated those tests.   Julio stated that we have a more data and there are about three comprehensive tests done which he did not know about.  President Ritchie said there were tests done on Iron & Manganese, which are concerns to the District but the averages in the tests done came out low.   There are going to be some issues that we will have to deal with.  President Ritchie stated that the Copper was another issue.  The average for the two tests on Copper was 1.5.  For the NPDES permit for Copper is a daily average of 9.6 parts per billion maximum of 1.9 micrograms.  Well if you take the averages from the 2003 tests the average for Copper comes out to 1.5 microgram, which we meet.  So there seems to be a discrepancy with the numbers that RWQCB used for our permit but they used the numbers from these test for Iron and Manganese.  Julio stated that the numbers they use for Copper are etched in stone.  Julio went on to explain the procedure that the state uses.  The State is a lot stricter with Waste Water Treatment Facilities than they are with drinking water.  Copper is a water quality issue.
Director Nelson wanted to have Julio to check into the costs of the filter systems that the Groveland system used in the recent plant they built.  
Director Nelson asked if Gary could check into the rate study.  Director Bissell said that a full rate study would be pretty extensive.  Director Nelson stated he was speaking of a rate cap.  Julio stated that you would need an escape clause if someone was to use more water than was allowed.  Director Bissell stated maybe if we combine forces here, we could get something done together.  Director Nelson stated he would have to abstain from voting on this issue.  Director Nelson asked to keep this item on the agenda for now.  
Director Nelson and Martin Weginstein, staff and guests discussed the Calaveras County Road impact fee and the figure that Alpine County came up with that was a direct result of the EIR traffic study done in Alpine County.  
President Ritchie and Director Nelson discussed deposits on connection fees for new developement.  Barbara Goodrich stated that we need to find a middle ground.  And that it is the Boards job is to negotiate on behalf of the current rate payers.  
Eric Jung brought up the subject of pre-paid connections fees and the agreement the District had with Silver Mountain Condo’s and how he thought it was not a benefit the district.  Director Nelson thought there would be a big benefit for the Bear Valley Village to pre-pay a percentage of their connection fees.  Director Bissell stated that we have to be very careful with trying to pin down the numbers for the new plant until we get the engineering report.  And thanked everyone for allowing him to do the meeting by teleconference.
ADJOURNMENT:

On motion by Director Davis and seconded by President Ritchie the regular board meeting of October 19, 2009
was adjourned.  All in Favor.  

APPROVED BY; ____________________________

                          BOARD SECRETARY

Next Resolution, No. 475

Next Ordinance, No. 71
Next Board Meeting, November 16th, 2009 at 1:00p.m
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